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There are good books. an'iere are bad books. There are books one must read and
that are to-be recommended. And there are books that should never have been
published. Once in a while, however, a book comes along that surpasses such cate-
gories and truly surprises. Once in a while, a book comes along that excites, and is
far more than what -one expected. Such is Phillip Wynn's Avtgustine on War aruJ Milfi-
tary Service.

Wynn takes as his point of departure the commonplace assumption that Augustine
was the originator of and primary source for the Christian just war theory. Yet no such
theory can-be ascribed to Augustine historically, or to any other early Christian author
for that matter, for with regard to early Christianity, "one cannot find even one Chris-
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tian writer explicitly theorizing about war as a general proposition" (4). The concept
of just war, or perhaps better stated, the justice of war, was not an i:iolated theore'ti-
cal constnict, but one involved with the role of the Christian soldier within Roman
society, service to the state as such, and the role of judges in using at times, even if
indirectly, lethal force as a consequence of pronouncing a sentence. As such, the topics
covered by Wynn 's books are extremely timely. His analyses and reflections force us to
rethink not only our understanding of Augustine, but also that of the tradition of war,
the military, the state, and Christianity's role therein in our own times as well. How
can a judge, Wynn asks, echoing Augustine to conclude his book, who is in so many
ways placed in a similar position to a soldier, as one whose given task is to execute justice,
"doing what the demands of human society call him to do in the exercise of justice,
a duty that men consider an honor and a privilege, but a duty that, if the judge has
any shred of conscience, involves him in misery and hatred for his own part in it, how
can such a judge, if there is any religiosity at all in him, do anything but cry out to God:
'From my necessities, deliver Thou me!'?" (336). We can only ask, in the light of tor-
ture, executions, war and collateral damage, what constitutes "necessity"? Wynn does
not offer an answer to this question. His book, though, presents a powerful case that
if we have the courage to ask such a question, further reflection on Augustine's gen-
uine understanding could be well worth our effort, an understanding that has been
warped by the scholarly tradition.

The modern understanding of Augustine as the originator of just war theory can
be traced to the work of Alfred Vanderpol in the context of events leading to and
the outbreak of World War I, beginning with his Le rLroit ae gume d'aprOs les tMologiens
et Les canonistes (;I!Z moyen-age (Paris: Tralin, 1911 ) and culminating in his posthumously
published La rloctrine scolqtiquz du droit de gume (Paris: A. Pedone, 1919) -( 15-19). Van-
derpol's work, together with-that of Robert Regout's La aoctrine de kt gume juste de saj'nt
Angustfin a nos jours (Paris: A Pedone, 1934), provided "an unbroken ';tream of writing
stretching to the present" w'th the basis for "the proposition that the African Father
was the progenitor of the just war idea," which became "axiomatic" for "later twentieth-
century theological and historical writers" (22). Yet no author "up until the twelfth
centuryeven implicitly associated Augustine with the just war idea" (327), and it was
the ninth<entury anonymous Capitula aiversarum sententiarum fn'o negociis rej lmbljce
conmlendfis (299, 311-17), together with the works of Anselm -of Lucca and -Ivo of
Chartres, "that vvere responsible for transmitting the textual tradition of Augustinian
material . . . which made the African Father appear to be an authority on war and
military service" (317; cf. William Watts,"War,-"-in The O4ma Guiae to the Historical
Reception of Avtgustfine, 3 vols., ed. Karla Pollmann et al. [Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2013], 3:1889-95).

Augustine himself, however, was most ambivalent regarding war and the sin im-
plicit therein. After tracing the historiographical tradition and treatments of war and
the military in early Christianity through the Constantinian Revolution in the four
chapters of Part I of his work, Wynn turns in Part II to an analysis of Augustine's texts
themselves in four chapters before detailing how Augustine came to be seen as an
authority on war during the high Middle Ages, offering then overall conclusions in a
final chapter. Augustine was a realist, and he could accept the necessity of war, in the
service of peace, even as he exhorted that the peace so often seen as the object of war
is only at tiest "an earthly peace that is unjust-and disordered, scarcely deserving the
name" (294). War, all war, served God's providence, but likewise required penance on
the part of those waging it, and still does (333-36). It is Augustine's interpreters who
can be classified into the hawks and the doves, though neither camp really grapples
with the historical Augustine as Wynn has portrayed him. aThere was, for Augustine-, no
good war, but there could be necessary ones, even as the necessary ones too are evil.

163

This content downloaded from 199.249. 109. 189 on January 12, 2016 09:20:39 AM
All use subject to University of Chicago Press Terms and Conditions (http://www.joumals.uchicago.edu/t-and-c).



The Jounial of Religion

As we look back to Augustine, with fresh eyes, thanks to Wynn, let us also have the
courage to look our own evil in the face. This is the challenge Augustine presents us.
This is the challenge of which Wynn has reminded us. His book goes beyond the
merely scholarly, the simply academic. He deserves our gratitude. And Augustine-
not what has been made-of him-at least on such issues as those facing us immedi-
ately every day in the evil of our world, deserves our meditation and contemplation.
This is Wynn's achievement.
ERIC LEIAND SAAK, Inaiana University, Puravte Universjty at Inaianapolis (IUPUI).




